
 



EASY GUIDE TO USING THE BINDER 
 

1. Download and open the binder document using your Adobe Acrobat program/app.  
 

2. If a bookmark panel does not automatically appear on either the top or left side of the 
screen, click/tap on the “bookmark symbol” located near the top left-hand corner. 

 

 
 

3. To make adjustments to the view, use the Page Display option in the View tab. You 
should see something like: 
 

 
 

4. We suggest leaving open the bookmark panel to help you move efficiently among the 
staff summaries and numerous supporting documents in the binder. It’s helpful to think 
of these bookmarks as a table of contents that allows you to go to specific points in the 
binder without having to scroll through hundreds of pages.  

5. You can resize the two panels by placing your cursor in the dark, vertical line 
located between the panels and using a long click /tap to move in either direction.  
 

6. You may also adjust the sizing of the documents by adjusting the sizing preferences 
located on the Page Display icons found in the top toolbar or in the View tab.  

 
7. Upon locating a staff summary for an agenda item, notice that you can obtain more 

information by clicking/tapping on any item underlined in blue.   
  

8. Return to the staff summary by simply clicking/tapping on the item in the bookmark 
panel. 
 

9. Do not hesitate to contact staff if you have any questions or would like assistance. 
 



OVERVIEW OF CALIFORNIA FISH AND GAME COMMISSION TELECONFERENCE MEETING 

• Welcome to a meeting of the California Fish and Game Commission. This is the 153rd 
year of operation for the Commission, in partnership with the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. Both organizations originated from the Board of Fish Commissioners 
and we collectively celebrated our 150th anniversary three years ago.  

• The Commission’s goals include preserving our wildlife heritage and conserving our 
natural resources through informed decision making. These meetings are vital in 
achieving those goals and, in that spirit, we provide the following information to be as 
effective and efficient toward that end. 

• We are operating under the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act and these proceedings are 
being recorded and broadcast. 

• In the unlikely event of an emergency, please note the location of the nearest emergency 
exits at your location.  

• Items may be heard in any order pursuant to the determination of the presiding 
commissioner. 

• The amount of time for each agenda item may be adjusted based on time available and 
the number of speakers. 

• We will ask how many speakers we have before taking public comment; please be 
prepared and listen closely for your name or phone number to be called. 

• When you speak, please state your name and any affiliation. Please be respectful and 
note that disruptions will not be tolerated. Time is precious so please be concise. 

• To receive meeting agendas and regulatory notices about those subjects of interest to 
you, please visit the Commission’s website, www.fgc.ca.gov, and sign up for our 
electronic mailing lists. 

• If you want the Commission to consider a regulation change, note that all petitions for 
regulation change must be submitted in writing on the authorized form, FGC 1, Petition to 
the California Fish and Game Commission for Regulation Change, available on the 
Commission’s website or directly from staff. 

• For members of the public, if you have access to the Internet and are not planning to 
make public comment, you may listen to the meeting via our regular webcast by visiting 
the commission website at www.fgc.ca.gov (link is on right side). We ask that only those 
who plan to make public comment or who do not have Internet access to listen the 
meeting, participate by phone. 

• Reminder! Please silence your mobile devices and computers to avoid interruptions. 

file://///HQGroup3.AD.Dfg.Ca.Gov/HQ10/Groups/FGC/Meetings/Binders/2020/4%20Apr%2015-16%20FGC%20-%20Telecon/Binder%20Contents/www.fgc.ca.gov


 

 

INTRODUCTIONS FOR FISH AND GAME COMMISSION MEETINGS 

Fish and Game Commission 

Samantha Murray President (La Jolla) 

Erika Zavaleta Vice President (Santa Cruz) 

Jacque Hostler-Carmesin Member (McKinleyville) 

Eric Sklar Member (Saint Helena)

Anthony Williams Member (Huntington Beach) 

Commission Staff 

Melissa Miller-Henson Executive Director 

Rachel Ballanti Deputy Executive Director 

Mike Yaun Legal Counsel 

Susan Ashcraft Marine Advisor

Chuck Striplen Tribal Advisor and Liaison 

Sherrie Fonbuena Associate Analyst 

Cynthia McKeith Staff Services Analyst 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife Staff

Chuck Bonham Director 

Wendy Bogdan General Counsel 

Chad Dibble Deputy Director, Wildlife and Fisheries Division 

David Bess Deputy Director and Chief, Law Enforcement Division 

Jordan Traverso Deputy Director, Office of Communication, Education and Outreach 

Craig Shuman Regional Manager, Marine Region 

I would also like to acknowledge special guests who are present: 
(i.e., elected officials, including tribal chairpersons, and other special guests) 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Gavin Newsom, Governor 

Fish and Game Commission 

 

Wildlife Heritage and Conservation 
Since 1870 

Melissa Miller-Henson 
Executive Director 

P.O. Box 944209 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 

(916) 653-4899 
fgc@fgc.ca.gov 
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MEETING AGENDA 
November 15, 2022, 8:30 a.m. 

Teleconference (Zoom) 

The meeting will be live streamed for listening purposes only; visit 
http://www.fgc.ca.gov the day of the meeting. To provide public comment during the 

meeting, please join via Zoom or telephone; click here for instructions on how to join. 

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 11133, the California Fish and Game 
Commission is conducting this meeting by webinar/teleconference. The public may provide 

public comment during the public comment periods and otherwise observe remotely, 
consistent with the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act. 

Note: See important meeting deadlines and procedures, including written public 
comment deadlines, starting on page 4. Unless otherwise indicated, the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife is identified as Department. 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL TO ESTABLISH QUORUM  

1. Consider approving agenda and order of items 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT 

2. General public comment for items not on the agenda 

Receive public comment regarding topics within the Commission’s authority that are not 
included on the agenda.  Note: The Commission may not discuss or take action on any matter 
raised during this item, except to decide whether to place the matter on the agenda of a future 
meeting (sections 11125 and 11125.7(a), Government Code). 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS  

3. Recreational fishing regulations for federal groundfish and associated species 

Discuss and consider adopting proposed amendments to (a) recreational regulations for 
federal groundfish for consistency with federal rules in 2023 and 2024, and (b) 
recreational seasons, bag and depth limits for associated species. (Amend sections 
1.91, 27.20, 27.25, 27.30, 27.35, 27.40, 27.45, 27.50, 27.51, 28.26, 28.27, 28.28, 28.29, 
28.47, 28.48, 28.49, 28.54, 28.55, 28.56, 28.58, 28.65 and 28.90, Title 14, CCR) 

Adjourn  

mailto:fgc@fgc.ca.gov
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=203507&inline
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California Fish and Game Commission 
Meeting Schedule 

Note: As meeting dates and locations can change, please visit www.fgc.ca.gov for the 
most current list of meeting dates and locations. All Commission meetings will 
include a webinar/teleconference option for attendance and every effort will be 
made to ensure that committee meetings include the same. 

Meeting Date Commission Meeting Committee Meeting 

November 17  

Marine Resources 
Handlery Hotel San Diego 
950 Hotel Circle North 
San Diego, CA 92108 

December 13  Tribal  
San Diego Area 

December 14-15 San Diego Area 
 
 

January 12  Wildlife Resources  
Los Angeles Area 

February 8-9 Sacramento  

March 16  Marine Resources 
Monterey/Santa Cruz area 

April 18  
Tribal  
Fresno or Bakersfield area 
 

April 19-20 Fresno or Bakersfield area  

May 17 Teleconference   

May 17  Wildlife Resources  
 

June 14-15 Sacramento  

July 20  Marine Resources 
Sonoma/SF Bay area 

August 15  Tribal  
North coast area 

August 16-17 North coast area  

September 21  Wildlife Resources  
Chico area 

October 11-12 San Jose area  

November 16  Marine Resources 
San Diego area 

December 12  Tribal  
San Diego area  

http://www.fgc.ca.gov/
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Meeting Date Commission Meeting Committee Meeting 

December 13-14 San Diego area   

 

Other Meetings of Interest 

Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 

• September 23-27; 2023 – Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

Pacific Fishery Management Council 

• March 2023 – Seattle, WA 

• April 2023 – Foster City, CA 

• June 2023 – Vancouver, WA 

• September 2023 – Spokane, WA 

• November 2023 – Garden Grove, CA 

Pacific Flyway Council 

• February 2023 – Location TBD 

• August 2023 – Location TBD 

Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 

• Jan 4-10, 2023 – Santa Ana Pueblo, NM  

• July 9-14, 2023 – Santa Fe, NM 

Wildlife Conservation Board 

• November 15, 2022 – Sacramento, CA 

• February 2023 – Sacramento, CA 

• May 2023 – Sacramento, CA 

• August 2023 – Sacramento, CA 

• November 2023 – Sacramento, CA 
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Important Commission Meeting Procedures Information 

Welcome to a Meeting of the California Fish and Game Commission 

This year marks the 153rd year of operation of the Commission in partnership with the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Our goal is the preservation of our heritage and 
conservation of our natural resources through informed decision making; Commission 
meetings are vital in achieving that goal and we provide this information to be as effective and 
efficient toward that end. Welcome, and please let us know if you have any questions. 

Persons with Disabilities 

Persons with disabilities needing reasonable accommodation to participate in public meetings 
or other Commission activities are invited to contact the Department’s Equal Employment 
Opportunity (EEO) Office at EEO@wildlife.ca.gov. Accommodation requests for facility and/or 
meeting accessibility and requests for American Sign Language interpreters should be 
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event. Requests for real-time captioners should be 
submitted at least four weeks prior to the event. These timeframes are to help ensure that the 
requested accommodation is met. If a request for an accommodation has been submitted but 
is no longer needed, please contact the EEO Office immediately. 

Stay Informed 

To receive meeting agendas and regulatory notices about those subjects of interest to you, 
visit the Commission’s website, www.fgc.ca.gov, to sign up on our electronic mailing lists. 

Submitting Written Comments 

The public is encouraged to comment on any agenda item. Submit written comments by one of 
the following methods: E-mail to fgc@fgc.ca.gov; mail to California Fish and Game 
Commission, P.O. Box 944209, Sacramento, CA 94244-2090; deliver to California Fish and 
Game Commission, 715 P Street, 16th Floor, Sacramento, CA 95814. Materials provided to the 
Commission may be made available to the general public. 

Comment Deadlines 

The Comment Deadline for this meeting is 5:00 p.m. on November 2, 2022. Written 
comments received at the Commission office by this deadline will be made available to 
Commissioners prior to the meeting. 

The Supplemental Comment Deadline for this meeting is noon on November 10, 2022. 
Comments received by this deadline will be made available to Commissioners at or just prior 
the meeting. Written comments will not be accepted after the supplemental comment deadline.  

Petitions for Regulation Change 

Any person requesting that the Commission adopt, amend or repeal a regulation must 
complete and submit form FGC 1, Petition to the California Fish and Game Commission for 
Regulation Change, available at https://fgc.ca.gov/Regulations/Petition-for-Regulation-Change. 
Petitions for regulation change are traditionally held for receipt at regularly scheduled 
Commission meetings in February, April, June, August, October and December. Petitions 
submitted following the October 12-13, 2022 Commission meeting, or between October 6 at 
12:01 p.m. and the October Commission meeting will be received at the next regularly 
scheduled business meeting on December 14-15, 2022, unless the petition is rejected under 
staff review pursuant to subsection 662(b), Title 14, CCR. 

file://///HQGroup3.AD.Dfg.Ca.Gov/HQ10/Groups/FGC/Meetings/Agendas/Templates/www.fgc.ca.gov
mailto:fgc@fgc.ca.gov
https://fgc.ca.gov/Regulations/Petition-for-Regulation-Change
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Non-Regulatory Requests 

All non-regulatory requests will follow a two-meeting cycle to ensure proper review and 
thorough consideration of each item. Non-regulatory requests are traditionally held for receipt 
at regularly scheduled Commission meetings in February, April, June, August, October and 
December. Non-regulatory requests submitted following the October 12-13, 2022 Commission 
meeting, or in writing between October 6 at 12:01 p.m. and the October Commission meeting, 
will be received at the next regularly scheduled business meeting on December 14-15, 2022. 

Speaking at the Meeting 

To speak on an agenda item, please “raise” your hand either through the Zoom function or by 
pressing *9 once on your phone when prompted at the beginning of the agenda item. 

1. Speakers will be called one at a time; please pay attention to when your name is called. 

2. When addressing the Commission, give your name and the name of any organization 
you represent, and provide your comments on the item under consideration. 

3. If there are several speakers with the same concerns, please appoint a spokesperson 
and avoid repetitive testimony. 

4. The presiding commissioner will allot between one and three minutes per speaker per 
agenda item, subject to the following exceptions: 

a. The presiding commissioner may allow up to five minutes to an individual 
speaker if a minimum of three individuals who are present when the agenda item 
is called have ceded their time to the designated spokesperson, and the 
individuals ceding time forfeit their right to speak to the agenda item. 

b. Individuals participating via Zoom and ceding your time to another speaker, 
please notify the Commission at fgc@fgc.ca.gov prior to the start of the agenda 
item, including to whom you are ceding your time, and be present on Zoom 
during the agenda item. 

c. Individuals may receive advance approval for additional time to speak if requests 
for additional time are received by email or delivery to the Commission office by 
the Supplemental Comment Deadline. The president or designee will approve 
or deny the request no later than 5:00 p.m. two days prior to the meeting. 

d. An individual requiring an interpreter is entitled to at least twice the allotted time 
pursuant to Government Code Section 11125.7(c). 

e. An individual may receive additional time to speak to an agenda item at the 
request of any commissioner. 

Agenda items may be heard in any order pursuant to the discretion of the presiding 
commissioner. 

Visual Presentations/Materials 

All electronic presentations must be submitted by the Supplemental Comment Deadline and 
approved by the Commission executive director before the meeting. 

1. Electronic presentations must be provided by email to fgc@fgc.ca.gov. If the 
presentation file is too large to send via email, contact staff to identify an alternative 
method for submitting the file. 

2. All electronic formats must be Windows PC compatible. 

3. If presenting at the in-person meeting location, it is recommended that a print copy of 
any electronic presentation be submitted in case of technical difficulties. 

mailto:fgc@fgc.ca.gov


Item No. 3 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 15, 2022 

Author: Sherrie Fonbuena 1 

3. RECREATIONAL FISHING REGULATIONS FOR FEDERAL GROUNDFISH AND 
ASSOCIATED SPECIES 

Today’s Item Information ☐ Action ☒ 

Discuss and consider adopting proposed amendments to (a) recreational regulations for 
federal groundfish for consistency with federal rules in 2023 and 2024, and (b) recreational 
seasons, bag and depth limits for associated species. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  

• MRC vetting of CA sheephead 
recreational regulations 

Mar 24, 2022; MRC, Webinar/Teleconference 

• Pacific Fishery Management Council 
(PFMC) action 

Jun 13, 2022 

• Notice hearing Jun 15-16, 2022; Los Angeles/Trinidad 

• Discussion hearing Oct 12-13, 2022; Kings Beach 

• Today’s adoption hearing Nov 15, 2022; Webinar/Teleconference 

Background 

FGC biennially adopts recreational fishing regulations for federal groundfish as necessary for 
consistency with federal rules that go into effect Jan 1 of odd-numbered years. Since 2004, 
FGC has adopted recreational regulations for state-managed species associated with federal 
groundfish species in the same rulemaking. 

At its Jun 2022 meeting, PFMC recommended recreational fishing regulations for federally-
managed groundfish species for the 2023-2024 seasons, expected to go into effect Jan 1, 
2023, that impose a significant reduction in fishing time in nearshore waters. At FGC’s Jun 
2022 meeting, DFW proposed regulatory changes for recreational regulations in state waters 
to maintain consistency with federal regulations (Exhibit 1). In addition, DFW proposed to de-
couple the regulations for California sheephead and ocean whitefish from the regulations for 
federal groundfish.  

FGC authorized the publication of notice as proposed and FGC staff published the notice 
Sep 23, 2022. Today, FGC may consider adopting the noticed regulations.  

Proposed Amendments 

The detailed proposed changes are summarized in Exhibit 2 and provided in the initial 
statement of reasons (ISOR, Exhibit 3). In general, the proposed changes include:  

• Changes to seasons and depths for the recreational take of rockfish, cabezon, 
greenling and lingcod. 

• In all management areas, other federal groundfish species, such as Pacific sanddab 
and other flatfish, are proposed to be open year-round at all depths. 



Item No. 3 
STAFF SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 15, 2022 

Author: Sherrie Fonbuena 2 

• Modification of recreational season dates, depth limits, and bag limits for state-managed 
California sheephead and ocean whitefish to sustainably manage these fisheries and 
angling opportunities independently from the regulations for federal groundfish. 

This regular rulemaking will continue the emergency regulation change to reduce sub-bag 
limits for quillback rockfish (1 fish), copper rockfish (1 fish), and vermilion rockfish (4 fish) 
originally adopted by FGC in Dec 2021 and effective Jan 2022. FGC readopted the emergency 
action in Jun and Aug 2022; the emergency regulations will expire in early Jan 2023. 

Significant Public Comments  

No written comments have been received. Responses to oral comments at the Oct FGC meeting 
are provided in Exhibit 7. 

Recommendation  

FGC staff: Adopt the proposed regulations as recommended by DFW. 

DFW: Adopt the proposed changes as described in the ISOR (exhibits 3 and 4). 

Exhibits 

1. DFW presentation, dated Jun 2022 

2. DFW memo, received Sep 9, 2022 

3. Initial statement of reasons 

4. Proposed regulatory language 

5. Economic and fiscal impact statement (STD. 399) 

6. DFW news release: Big Changes to Sport Groundfish Regulations Coming In 2023, 
dated Jul 28, 2022 

7. DFW memo, including summary and response to public comments, received Oct 28, 
2022 

Motion  

Moved by __________ and seconded by __________ that the Commission adopts the 
proposed changes to sections 1.91 et al., related to recreational fishing regulations for federal 
groundfish and associated species for 2023 and 2024. 



Agenda Item 21: Recreational Fishing Regulations for Federal Groundfish 
and Associated Species for 2023 and 2024



Groundfish Management Areas
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Recreational Season Structure

Management Area Jan Feb Mar Apr Jun Aug Nov Dec

Northern

Mendocino

San Francisco

Central

Southern

Closed May 1-Sep 30  All Depths >50 fm

Closed Apr 1-Sep 15  All Depths >50 fm

Closed >50 fm July 16-Dec 31  All Depths

Closed >50 fm July 16-Dec 31  All Depths

May Jul Sep Oct

Closed May 15-Oct 15  All Depths Closed
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Rockfish Bag Limits

• Maintains the changes made to bag limits through 
emergency action last December

• Within the 10-fish daily bag and possession limit for 
Rockfish, Cabezon and Greenling

–A sub-bag limit of 1-fish for quillback rockfish

–A sub-bag limit of 1-fish for copper rockfish

–A sub-bag limit of 4-fish for vermilion rockfish
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Associated Species

• Decouple regulations for California sheephead and 
ocean whitefish from those for federal groundfish

• California sheephead season would be open March 1 –
December 31

• Bag limit would be reduced from 5-fish to 2-fish

• Ocean whitefish would be open year-round

5



Thank You

Any Questions?

AskMarine@wildlife.ca.gov

Groundfish@wildlife.ca.gov

6
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